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1. 
 

Introduction 
 
Uri Locke Lamprey arrived in St. Paul in the 1860s and began 
practicing law with his brother Morris and later with Henry 
James and Albert Warren. 1  He specialized in real estate law and 
invested his growing wealth in land. In 1883 he ceased 
practicing law to devote his time to managing his large real 
estate holdings.  Ironically, though no longer a lawyer, he 
became a litigant—that is he became embroiled in years of law 

suits over his land holdings. Several of these cases became 
landmarks in Minnesota real estate law: Lamprey v. State of 
Minnesota, an 1893 ruling by Justice Mitchell, and Lamprey v. 
Mead, also issued that year by Chief Justice Gilfillan, discussed 
the law of riparian rights. In a series of cases, he bested Russell 
Sage, the New York financier.2  
 
He became active in what today is called the conservation 
movement. He helped create the long lost Central Park in St. 
Paul.3 Of lasting importance was his influence in persuading the 
legislature to pass laws protecting game and fish.    
 
Upon his death on March 22, 1906, at age sixty-four, the 
Minneapolis Journal headlined his obituary, “Lamprey Did Good 
Work. Man Who Just Died in St. Paul was Father of State Game 
Laws.” 4  Over ninety years later, the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources published a booklet describing his contri-
butions to the early conservation movement, chapters of which 
are still being played out today.5 
                                                           

1 For his obituary, see “Morris Lamprey (1827-1879)” (MLHP, 2019). 
2 One case, Lamprey v. St. Paul Chicago Ry. Co., 86 Minn. 509 (1902), is posted in 
the Appendix, at 21-31. 
3 Paul D. Nelson, “Another Lost Neighborhood. The Life and Death of Central 
Park—A Small Part of the Past Illuminated,” 39 Ramsey County History 4-15 (Fall, 

2004).   
4 Minneapolis Journal, March 23, 1906, at 6. 
5 Marie Jones, et al, “Uri Lamprey: Father of the Minnesota Game Conservation 
Movement” (1998).  It is posted in the “Conservation” category in the Archives of 
the MLHP.  
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2. 
 

St. Paul Dispatch 
 

Thursday,  March 22, 1906                                                    Page 7 
 

.  .  .  .  
 

DEATH CLAIMS 
OLD SETTLER 

 

Uri Locke Lamprey Passed Away 
Early This Morning After a 

Long Illness. 
 

PROMINENT FOR MANY YEARS 
 

He Was Well Known in the Legal 
and Business Circles of St. Paul 

and Northwest 
 
Uri L. lamprey, a man associated with many of the leading 
events in the progress of the city, died at 4:30 this morning, at 
the residence of his son-in-law, Eugene A. Towle, 763 Dayton 
avenue. 
 
Mr. Lamprey had been ill for the past two years, suffering from 
chronic Bright’s disease. Two weeks ago he was operated upon, 
but this did not afford relief, and he never rallied fully from the 
effects.  
 
He failed rapidly last evening, becoming unconscious about 11 
o’clock. He died surrounded by his family and relatives.  
 

A Remarkable Man. 
 
It is not flattery or eulogy to say of Mr. Uri Locke Lamprey that 
he was one of the most remarkable man of the state. Mr. 
Lamprey won his way to eminent success as a lawyer through 
the exercise of the sturdy spirit born in him. In time he came to 
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be recognized as the leading real estate lawyer of the 
Northwest, where questions touching real estate rose in myriad 
forms, and real estate litigation with one of the familiar phases 
of the practice of the law. 
 
So extensive and remunerative was his law practice that he 
earned large incomes and invested heavily in real estate, and 
today his estate consists largely in property of that kind.  
 
His holdings became so large that he retired from the general 
practice of the law in 1883 to give his entire attention to his 
own interests. 
 
He was in recent years engaged in some heavy litigation to 
conform his claim to large areas of outside property, and in the 
course of this litigation three times routed the redoubtable 
Russell Sage, the man with the reputation of never letting go. 

 
Fine Abilities. 

 
Had Mr. Lamprey yielded to the persuasions of friends to enter 
political life, he would undoubtedly have won distinguished 
place. His abilities were such as to warrant advancement, and he 
exercised as few men can the art of making friends without 
effort, affectation or awkwardly disguised condescension. Wher-
ever he went he made friends. As a raconteur he had no rival. 
His stories, witticisms and apt retorts were incomparable, left 
no sting behind them, and were repeated far and wide. Mr. 
Lamprey absolutely refused to “go into politics.” Said such a life 
was not to his taste, but he had been very active in the interests 
of St. Paul and the state, and had been instrumental in securing 
some of our best legislation.  
 

Fine Sportsman. 
 
Mr. Lamprey’s acquaintance with nature, and his knowledge of 
animals, both wild and domestic, was remarkable, and proved a 
source of pleasure to those of his friends who owned a  kindred 
taste.  
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No formal lecture before a vast audience could be more 
entertaining than his informal, friendly discourse of familiar 
things of Nature and the live creatures of the prairie, the lake 
and the woods. 
 
He displayed a sentiment of sympathy and friendliness for all 
the living things on his farm at Forest Lake, from the pigs to the 
poultry, and was fond of talking about them if he found a  
congenial companion to listen. 
 
His acquaintance with wild animals was unusual. With their 
habits he was intimately familiar, and, indeed, seemed to have 
some mysterious knowledge of their very thoughts.  
 
He was devoted to rod and gun, a sportsman within the strict 
interpretation of a word which is much abused, unyielding in his 
adherence to the courtesies and ethics of the sportsman’s game, 
and enjoining them on others; even so far as to summon them 
into court to answer for breaking the game laws of the state or 
for trespassing upon his rights. 
 
Sportsman of Minnesota owe him a debt which they cannot 
discharge for his powerful and skillful advocacy of laws for the 
preservation of fish and game in Minnesota. His work in that  
behalf was recognized when he was made president of the game 
and fish commission. 
 
Mr. Lamprey’s duck pass on his ranch near Forest Lake is the 
best duck shooting privilege in the state. He was fond of 
entertaining his friends there, and hundreds of people will 
remember the place with pleasurable emotions—the kind 

hospitality, the friendly solicitude for their comfort, the huge 
roaring fire in the enormous fireplace and its incomparable host. 
 
Many a tenderfoot hunter has thought himself qualified when he 
learned to yell: “Mark Mud” — “Mark Howard” as the ducks came 

flying over. 
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Always Kind. 
 
The rough fight of the world did not drive the kindness from the 
heart of Mr. Lamprey. He was always kind to the very end of his 
life — kind with a beautiful Christian charity, even to his 
enemies, and the patience with which he bore the many months 
of confinement and pain was most remarkable. 
 
“If thine enemy hunger, feed him— if he thirsts, give them 
drink”— (a little old-fashioned now for general use) seemed to 

mean something to him. He learned in his youth and practiced it 
when he became a man.  
 
His bag of game often went to poor folk. His charitable offerings 
(done in secret) must have amounted in the total to a large sum. 
Men and women in desperate straits —even those who had no 

right to ask— waited on Mr. Lamprey for encouragement and aid 

because they knew right well that  Pharisaical aloofness was a 
stranger to him. The occasions are not few in which Mr. Lamprey 
has turned to the relief of men who would been his enemies, 
volunteering his help without any show of ostentation.  
 
Uri Locke Lamprey was indeed a remarkable man. He was not a 
great man, as the world counts greatness — but he will be 

remembered. For many years to come it will happen to many 
men and women that tears will lie near their eyes at the mention 
of his name.  
 

Of New England Stock. 
 
Mr. Lamprey was a good old New England stock. He was born in 
Deerfield N. H., April 7, 1842. His father was a farmer and 
preacher of the Congregational church, and the lad was in his 
early years reared in accordance with the strict principles of that 
denomination at that time. Young Lamprey received his educa-
tion at famous Andover Academy. He came to St. Paul in the 
early sixties, entering the law office of his brother, the late 
Morris Lamprey. He married in 1865 Jeanette Robert, a daughter 
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of Capt. Louis Robert, a prominent early seller of these parts, 
and for whom Robert street was named. He formed a partner-
ship with his brother, and the firm met with distinguished 
success, becoming one of the best-known firms of lawyers in the 
Northwest. After the death of Morris Lamprey [on April 9, 1879] 
the firm was changed Lamprey, James & Warren, and when Mr. 
Warren withdrew from the practice of law the firm became 
Lamprey & James.  
 
Mr. Lamprey retired from active practice of the law in 1883, 
devoting his attention to his extensive real estate interests. He 
leaves surviving him a wife, three daughters and one son — 

Lillian, wife of Francis H. Murray; Jeanette, wife of Eugene A. 
Towle; John Locke Lamprey and Elisa C. Lamprey. 
 
 

 
 

3. 
 

The St. Paul Daily News  
Thursday, March 22, 1906                                                            Page 1 

 
. . . . . 

 

URI LAMPREY 
HAS PASSED AWAY 

______________ 
 

Well-Known Attorney, Sportsman 
and Philanthropist Ended 

Life’s Work Today 
______________ 

 

WAS A MAN OF KINDLY IMPULSE 
______________ 
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      Uri Locke Lamprey, 64, 763 Dayton Ave., well-known sports-
man and philanthropist, died at his home at 4:30 this morning, 
surrounded by members of his family. He had been living for 
some months with his son-in-law, Eugene Towle, 763 Dayton 
ave.  
      Death was due to dropsy and complications.  
 

ILL OVER A YEAR.. 
 
      Mr. Lamprey been very ill for over a year, although at times, 
under the treatment of Drs. Ohage and Nelson, he seemed to 
rally.  
      Two weeks ago he suffered a relapse and his life was 
despaired of. He was operated upon to alleviate his sufferings, 
but he failed to rally, sinking rapidly until the end came 
peacefully this morning.  
      He was conscious until 11 o’clock Wednesday evening, when 
he fell into a deep slumber, during which, surrounded by his 
family and relatives, he passed quietly away.  
 

RETIRED 10 YEARS AGO. 
 
      Although he retired from active business nearly 10 years 
ago, St. Paul will mourn the loss of one of its ablest attorneys, 
who was loved by many and esteemed by all who knew him.  
      Mr. Lamprey was a pioneer resident of St. Paul. Born in 1842, 
on a small farm at Deerfield Mass, the age of 18 he began the 
study of law. He graduated, came to St. Paul and entered into a 
law partnership with his brother, Morris Lamprey. 
 

EARLY PRACTITIONER. 
 
      They opened offices at 36 E. 3d st. and for many years con-
trolled all the law practice in the city. Such noted attorneys as 
Judge Brill, E. G. Rogers, John D O’Brien, Albert P. Warren and 
others first learned the law business in the Lamprey Bros’. 
offices.  
      In 1865 Yuri Lamprey, then a prosperous attorney, married 
Jeanette Robert, daughter of Louis Robert, a wealthy man-
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ufacturer and original settler in St. Paul, Robert st. having been 
named after him 
 

FAMOUS ATTORNEY. 
 
      Mr. Lamprey had the distinction of being one of the best 
attorneys in the Northwest and became famous for winning the 
Sage case years ago, when Sage was forced to give up 16,000 
acres of Otter Tail county land. 
      He is survived by a widow and four children, three 
daughters and one son. They are Elisa lamprey, Mrs. E. A. Towle, 
Mrs. Dr. F. H. Murray and Uri L. John Lamprey, a well-known St. 
Paul newspaperman.  
 
      The death of Mr. lamprey removes a unique figure from St. 
Paul’s activity.  
 

LOVER OF NATURE. 
 
      He was a lover of nature and during his lifetime built up the 
famous Lamprey pass and preserve at Forest Lake.  
      He was a bee and butterfly student, he loved wild animals, 
he was pronounced in his views for the preservation of game 
and fish and was the first to devote time and legal attention to 
the prosecution of pot hunters.  
      He was the first member appointed to the state game and 
fish commission and was as president to the time of his death.  
      He was one of the kindest and best-known men in the entire 
Northwest. 
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4. 
 

SAINT PAUL PIONEER PRESS 
 

Friday, March 23, 1906                                                                    Page 2 
. . . . .  

 

FATHER OF GAME LAWS 
_____________ 

 
Uri L. Lamprey, President of the Game and 

Fish Commission, Dies After a Long Illness — 

Prominent as the Lawyer and a Sportsman. 
 

_____________ 
 

     In the death of Uri Locke Lamprey at the home of his son-in-
law Eugene A. Towle, 7363 Dayton Ave., early yesterday 
morning, St. Paul loses one of its prominent citizens and the 
state a servant who had served faithfully for nearly a half-
century in securing for it a set of laws which would protect the 
forests and the streams of the state from the selfish hunter and 
fisherman. 
 
      All the members of the family were gathered at his bedside, 
and death came as a respite from years of suffering.  Mr. 
Lamprey had suffered two years from chronic Bright’s disease, 
and during that time he had never known a day, without pain. 
Hoping that he would find relief from intense pain, Mr. Lamprey 
two weeks ago submitted to an operation. This did not bring 
any ease from the pain, and from the day of the operation he 
sank rapidly until his death at 4:30 yesterday morning. His life-
long and esteemed friend, Rev. P. J. Bohland of Litchfield, was at 
his bed during the last hours to comfort him and to administer 
last rites.  
 
      Quiet and unassuming, Mr. Lamprey made a host of friends 
during the forty years he has resided in St. Paul. There was 
perhaps no man in St. Paul to-day who had so many friends 



12 

 

among the young men of the city has had Mr. Lamprey. It was on 
the duck pass, in the woods after big game or in quest of trout 
along the stream that Mr. Lamprey formed many of his 
friendships, and the common bond which exists between 
hunters served to cement the tie closer than anything else 
could. 
 
      Many of the young men of Minnesota, especially of St. Paul, 
who carry a gun to-day, or possess any skill on the duck pass, 
point to Mr. Lamprey as their master. He delighted in teaching to 
the younger generation the art of hunting in any of its phases, 
and at certain seasons of the year his duck pass at Forest Lake 
was thrown open to them, and the owner would join them in the 
sport and direct with skill and kindness the rawest novice 
among them.  
 

His Interest in Game Laws. 
 
      The thought of game protection in Minnesota, for which he 
labored so many years, was one of the last in his mind before 
his death. S. F. Fullerton, secretary of the game and fish 
commission, of which Mr. Lamprey was president for many 
years, called on him three days before the end.  
 
      Mr. Lamprey discussed the subject which was always nearest 
his heart — game and fish protection. 

 
      “Well he said in closing his remarks, “everything is in nice 
shape now and my heart is contented.”  
 
      In the death of Mr. Lamprey the sportsmen have lost one of 
their best friends. Mr. Fullerton, who for the last twenty-five 
years has been associated with Mr. Lamprey in the protection of 
game, and speaking of his work in furthering game protection in 
Minnesota, said: 
 
      “There was never been a man in Minnesota who has done 
more for the protection of game in Minnesota than has Mr. 



13 

 

Lamprey. He has spent both his time and money to secure 
protection for game and conserve it.   
 
      “It was in 1881 that I first heard Mr. Lamprey. I was living in 
Duluth at the time, and the interest which he was taking in game 
protection at that date was such that it attracted attention from 
every true sportsman of the state. It was in connection with a 
meeting of sportsmen called for the purpose of securing better 
protection for the game and fish of the state. Since that time Mr. 
Lamprey has been specially active along this line. He may be 
regarded as the father of the Minnesota game laws, which he 
spent so much of his time in securing. In order to further the 
work of the commission he even has gone down into his pocket 
to tide the work over a rough spot. 
 
      “Sportsman as he was, Mr. Lamprey never took a delight and 
merely shooting game. He always advocated the small bag, and 
on his own duck pass he never begged more than two or three 
birds at one shooting. Often I have seen them shake his head 
when pictures were displayed showing a day’s hunt where 
hundreds of birds were killed. 
      “He was a naturalist as well as a hunter, a true lover of the 
woods and all that they contained. He could tell you all the birds 
by their call or point them out by the peculiarities of their 
plumage. Often he would wander off alone to study their habits 
and learn new secrets concerning the formation of their nests.” 
 

Love for Nature. 
 
      All of those who knew Mr. Lamprey in the field declare that 
they never saw so happily united in one person love of the 
chase and also the delicate feeling for all phases of both animal 
and plant life. He was one of the best shots on a duck pass to be 
found among amateurs or professionals. There were none who 
could surpass him at a difficult shot in his best days. 
 
      Since his appointment to the game and fish commission in 
1901 by Gov. Van Sant Mr. Lamprey has been its president. 
Because of his ill health the commission for the past year held 



14 

 

its meetings in his apartments at the Ryan hotel, and when he 
left there to reside with his daughter Mrs. Eugene A. Towle, the 
meetings were held at that residence. Mr. Lamprey was the life 
of the board, and despite the fact that he was a sufferer the 
meetings were made bright and interesting by his kindness and 
witticisms, for there were few who could tell a story better than 
Judge Lamprey. His long experience as an attorney made him at 
once the legal advisor of the board, and it is to his legal mind 
that much of the excellence of the present game laws can be 
credited. 
 
      Three men were allied with Mr. Lamprey in the struggle for 
game protection and they were all his closest friends. They are 
P. E. Hansen, secretary of state; H. G. Smith, a member of the fish 
and game commission, and W. B. Douglas, former Justice of the 
supreme court. They were companions in the field and fought 
many a sturdy battle for game protection before the various 
legislatures.  
 
      He delighted in the simple life, and although many of his 
closest friends stood high in the political world he could never 
be induced to enter it. The only public positions he ever held 
was the place he held in the game and fish commission and the 
presidency of the Minnesota Game and Fish Protective Associa-
tion. 
 

Prominent in Law. 
 
      He was for many years one of the most prominent lawyers in 
St. Paul. Many of the prominent attorneys in St. Paul today 
studied in his office when the law firm of Lamprey, James & 
Warren was the most prominent in the city. Among them are 
Judge Brill, E. G. Rogers, John D. O’Brien and Charles L. Warren. 
  
      Mr. Lamprey was born in Deerfield, N. H., April 7, 1842. His 
father was a farmer and a preacher of the Congregational 
church. It was always Mr. Lamprey’s ambition to secure a good 
education and the means of the family not permitting of any 
extended course he set to work to put himself through Andover. 
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He was always proud of the fact that he had worked his way 
through school and took delight in recounting to his friends the 
experiences of those days. 
 
      Taking the stock advice of those days, which always set the 
faces of the young westward, he came to St. Paul in the early 
‘60’s and entered the law office for his brother, Morris Lamprey. 
In 1865 he married Jeanette Robert, daughter of Capt. Louis 
Robert, well-known pioneer of St. Paul, after whom Robert street 
was named. 
 
      After several years of study he formed a partnership with 
brother and for many years the Lamprey firm was one of the 
best known in the state. Upon the death of his brother Morris 
the name of the firm was changed to Lamprey, James & Warren, 
and later when Mr. Warren withdrew the firm was known as 
Lamprey& James. 
 

Retired Many Years Ago. 
 
      It continued under this name for several years, but owing to 
Mr. Lamprey’s increasing interest in real estate he was forced to 
retire from the practice law in 1883 and devote his entire 
attention to his real estate. During the last few years it had 
taken his undivided attention, and he had been engaged in 
litigation with such famous litigants as Russell Sage, over whom 
he won a great legal victory.  
 
      For several winters following the winter of 1898 he spent 
much time in Washington pushing a cotton claim bill in which 
Sen. C. K. Davis was interested.  
 
      He is survived by a widow, three daughters and one son —

Lillian, wife of Francis H Murray; Jeanette, wife of Eugene A. 
Towle,  Uri Locke Lamprey, Jr., and Elisa C. Lamprey.  
 
     The funeral will be held to-morrow. . . . The honorary  
pallbearers are: Mayor Smith, [Lieutenant] Gov. William H. Yale, P. 
E. Hansen, Secretary of State; William P. Murray, Judge Gorman 
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Powers, Granite Falls; Moses C. Tuttle, Judge  W. L. Kelly; Samuel 
F. Fullerton, J. D. O’Brien and Judge H. R. Brill. . . . . 
 
      The members of the state game and fish commission will 
attend in the body, and the offices of the game and fish 
commission at the new capital will be closed during the funeral.  
 

 
 

5. 
 

Forest and Stream 
Volume 66             (March 31, 1906)             Page 506 

. . . . . 
                                     

Uri Locke Lamprey. 
 
On March 22, at the home of his son-in-law, Eugene A. 
Towle, 763 Dayton avenue, St. Paul, Minn., Uri Locke 
Lamprey died. He was one of Minnesota's most dis-
tinguished sportsmen. He was born in Deerfield, N. H., 
April 7, 1842, and had been a resident of Minnesota for the 
past forty years. His father was a farmer and preacher, in 
modest circumstances, so that the acquirement of an 
education depended on the son's own resourcefulness 
and effort. He worked his way through school, became 
a lawyer, and achieved distinction as one of the most 
learned and able members of his profession in Minnesota. 
 
It was, however, as an accomplished sportsman and 
fearlessly active champion of game laws and game 
protection that he is best known to our readers. To him 
and a few able associates, Minnesota is infinitely indebted 
for her excellent game protection, which was perfected 
and established only after a long and valiant struggle. 
While resolute in the advocacy of what was just, his 
gentleness of manner and modesty of char-acter won 
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hosts of friends. His generous nature was such that, as 
portraying one phase of it, it is recounted that in proper 
season he would freely accord all the privileges of his 
duck pass at Forest Lake to his young friends, joining 
them in the sport and patiently instructing them in the 
proper methods and true ethics of the shooting. A genuine 
love of nature was a dominant trait, and sport afield or 
afloat was merely a means to nature's greater enjoyment. 
 
He was many years President of the Game and Fish 
Commission of Minnesota, and in association with the 
Secretary, S. F. Fullerton, was officially and effectively 
active in game protection. To his official capacity in game 
interests he lent all his heartfelt earnestness, powerful 
influence and forceful character. 
 
He viewed his work in this connection as the most 
gratifying accomplishment of his life. In reference to the 
passing away of his old official associate and friendly ally 
of twenty-five years, Secretary Fullerton is quoted as 
saying that, "There has never been a man in Minnesota 
who has done more for the protection of game in 
Minnesota that has Mr. Lamprey. He has spent both his 
time and money to secure protection for game and to 
conserve it. 
 
"It was in 1881 that I first heard of Mr. Lamprey. I was 
living at Duluth at the time, and the interest which he was 
taking in game protection at that date was such that it 
attracted attention from every true sportsman in the 
State. It was in connection with a meeting of sportsmen 
called for the purpose of securing better protection for 
the game and fish of the State. Since that time 
Mr. Lamprey has been specially active along this line. He 
may be regarded as the father of the Minnesota game 
laws, which he spent so much of his time in securing. In 
order to further the work of the commission, he even has 
gone down into his pocket to tide the work over a rough 
spot. 
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"Sportsman as he was, Mr. Lamprey never took a delight 
in merely shooting game. He always advocated the small 
bag, and on his own duck pass he never bagged more 
than two or three birds at one shooting. Often I have seen 
him shake his head when pictures were displayed 
showing a day's hunt where hundreds of birds were killed. 
 
"He was a naturalist as well as a hunter, a true lover of the 
woods and all that they contained. He could tell you all the 
birds by their call or point them out by the peculiarities of 
their plumage. Often he would wander off alone to study 
their habits and learn new secrets concerning the 
formation of their nests." 
 

 

 

6. 

At the annual meeting of the Minnesota State Bar Association in City 
Hall, Minneapolis, April 3, 1906, the following memorial was delivered 
for Uri Lamprey: 

URI LOCKE LAMPREY 

Uri Locke Lamprey died at the City of St. Paul, Minnesota, 
March 22d, A. D. 1906. He was born in Deerfield, New 
Hampshire, April 17th, A. D. 1842, and was educated at 
Phillip's Academy, Andover, Massachusetts. Mr. Lamprey 
came to St. Paul in the early sixties and studied law with his 
brother, Morris Lamprey, Esq., with whom he was after-
wards associated in the practice of law, under the firm 
name of Lampreys. He was admitted to the Bar in Ramsey 
County, November 25, 1865. He married Miss Jeanne Robert, 
daughter of Louis Robert, a pioneer of St. Paul, and leaves 
surviving him, his widow, one son and three daughters. In 
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1874 he formed a partnership with Henry C. James, Esq., and 
the firm afterwards was increased by the admission of 
Albert P. Warren, and continued under the firm of 
Lamprey, James and Warren. Mr. Lamprey retired from the 
active practice of law in 1883, owing to his large personal 
interests. He was a sagacious and astute lawyer, and most 
diligent and thorough in the preparation of his cases. He 
was never satisfied until he had examined every case which 
could be found bearing upon the questions involved, and 
he never expected the Court to render a decision in his 
favor without going to the roots of the matter and bringing 
to bear all the law and authority on the subject. His 
practice was largely in real estate and equity cases, and his 
appreciation of the principles of equity was remarkable. He 
was largely instrumental in securing the settlement of the 
law in Minnesota, relating to riparian rights, and the cases 
of Lamprey against State, and Lamprey against Meade, on 
this subject, are among the most important decisions of our 
Supreme Court. Politically he was for man rather than for 
party. He was a profound believer in keeping the Judiciary 
out of politics, and exerted great influence in the selection of 
Judges in the District Court of his home County. He never 
sought office and would never accept it, but his great 
interest in the preservation of game and fish finally forced 
upon him the office of President of the State Game and 
Fish Commission, which he held at the time of his death. His 
name will be always associated with the preservation of 
game and with the rights of property in game, and to his 
efforts and influence may be ascribed much of the law laid 
down on those subjects by the Supreme Court of Minnesota. 
Mr. Lamprey was large hearted and generous, of sanguine 
temperament, and of exceedingly genial nature; his fund of 
anecdotes was inexhaustible, and his many acts of kindness 
were not limited to his friends. He was ready at any time to 
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help anybody who asked for help, often without due care 
as to the cost to himself.6 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Minnesota Supreme Court’s decisions 
 in five cases in which Lamprey was involved follow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
6 Proceedings, Minnesota State Bar Association 89-90 (1906). 
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Sage’s reaction to the ruling was reported on the first page of the St. Paul 
Globe on June 29, 1902: 

 

RUSSELL SAGE WON’T 
DISCUSS LAW SUIT 

________ 
 

Regarding Report of Decision 
in Minnesota Case, 

He Says He Can’t Believe 
What Newspapers Say. 

________ 



31 

 

 

Special to the Globe. 
      NEW YORK, June 29.—Russell Sage has not yet 
received any official notification of decision Minnesota 
supreme court in the Lamprey land case nor has he heard 
from his counsel. His secretary declared this morning that 
Sage was too busy to talk about anything.  
      Late this afternoon enroute to his home, Sage said,  
      "The matter can hardly Interest anybody but the 
lawyers in the case. I have nothing to discuss, at least 
until I hear something more definite than the newspapers 
publish. From lifetime's experience one cannot believe 
half what newspapers publish. I don't discuss my business 
with anybody. I hate law suits. My intentions In this case I 
cannot say. The supreme court even in Minnesota isn't in- 
fallible. There are higher courts I presume, but I have 
nothing to say." 
 

 
8. 

 
52 Minn. 181 (1893) 
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86 Minn. 317(1902) 
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